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is simply an eversion or turning wrong side out of the rectum. It is thought to be caused by chronic constipation or a diet which is irritating to the lower bowel. The continued and violent straining to pass manure sometimes causes the rectum to turn inside out.
At first only a small part of the rectum may protrude, but later, with further straining, several inches may be exposed. The rectum appears as a dark red or black swollen mass which bleeds from bruising and tearing. The animal is able to pass little or no manure and soon a loss of appetite is noticed and the pig may appear feverish. If the animal is uncared for, infection may set in and death often follows from a general blood-poisoning.
The success of home or first-aid treatment is not always assured. If the animal is attended to in the early stages it is sometimes possible to effect a cure. The protruded part of the rectum should be washed with warm water, greased with glycerine or olive oil, and replaced by gently pressing it inward with the fingers. The operator's hands should be carefully cleansed before beginning treatment. After the prolapsed portion has been returned to its normal position, an enema may be given to flush out the lower bowel and remove any accumulation of feed which may cause further straining. All feed should be withheld for a day or two. After this the animal should be given an easily digested laxative diet, consisting mainly of thin slop and bran mashes.
If the protruded portion of the rectum is much swollen and infected, it may be impossible to replace it at all. In this case it is advisable that the part be amputated. This calls for good veterinary service and, when properly performed, the results are usually satisfactory if the operation has not been delayed too long.
When several pigs begin to show signs of this trouble, the diet should be investigated and, when necessary, it may be changed to include more laxative feeds. In the early stages the simple hand replacement is effective, but if the animal has been neglected no treatment is likely to be satisfactory.